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Balancing artistic expression in design with environmental sensitivity

INTRODUCTIONS

Schmidt Design Group
• JT Barr, RLA  - Senior Associate
• Todd Schechinger, ASLA -

Landscape Designer

Pardee Homes
• Beth Fischer - Division President 
• Barbara Biernacka - Landscape/Architectural 

Manager 

City of San Diego - Public Works
• Mark Calleran - Project Manager
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AGENDA

• Design Process

• Site Analysis

• Survey Results

• Preliminary Alternatives

• Questions and Discussion



Design Process

Gonzales Canyon Neighborhood Park



DESIGN PROCESS

Balancing artistic expression in design with environmental sensitivity

• Questionnaire:
Collect comments and preferences to be 
considered during the design process. 

• Community Meeting #1, Today:
Discuss opportunities & constraints, program 
elements, design alternatives, and obtain 
feedback.

• Subcommittee Meetings, March/April, 2013:
Present refined design alternative for feedback.

• Community Meeting #2, May, 2013:
Present refined General Development Plan for 
community feedback. 

• Area Committee/Design Review/Public Hearings, 
June, 2013



Site Analysis

Gonzales Canyon Neighborhood Park



EXPLORING THE POTENTIAL
COMMUNITY CONTEXT

Balancing artistic expression in design with environmental sensitivity



EXPLORING THE POTENTIAL
SITE ANALYSIS
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EXPLORING THE POTENTIAL
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
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EXPLORING THE POTENTIAL
GONZALES CANYON AND URBAN AMENITY TRAIL
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EXPLORING THE POTENTIAL
CANYON HABITAT
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EXPLORING THE POTENTIAL
RELATIONSHIP TO THE EL CAMINO REAL
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Survey Results

Gonzales Canyon Neighborhood Park



QUESTIONNAIRE
FEEDBACK  FROM QUESTIONNAIRE
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Provide responses be email to:
info@schmidtdesign.com

or by fax to:
(619) 236-8792



QUESTIONNAIRE
FEEDBACK  FROM QUESTIONNAIRE
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TOP PRIORITIES
• Children's Play
• Shade Trees
• Open Lawn
• Picnic tables
• Security Lighting
• Swings
• Restroom building
• Shade structure
• Basketball or Tennis
• Seating along Paths
• Small Group 

Picnic/BBQ



Preliminary Alternatives

Gonzales Canyon Neighborhood Park



EXPLORING THE POTENTIAL
DESIGN FRAMEWORK
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PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 1
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Arc walkways



PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 1
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Meandering Creek Connection Throughout  Site
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Meandering Creek Connection Throughout  Site

PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 1



PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 1
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Active Use Area
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Active Use Area
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Active Use Area
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Active Use Area
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Active Use Area



PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
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Active Use Area
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Moderate Use Area
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Moderate Use Area



PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 1
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Moderate Use Area



PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 1
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Passive Use Area



PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 1
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Passive Use Area



PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 2
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MISSION REVIVAL INSPIRATION
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ACTIVE USE AREA

PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 2
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MODERATE USE AREA

PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 2
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MODERATE USE AREA

PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 2
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PASSIVE USE AREA

PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 2
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PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 3

CANYON INSPIRATION
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PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 3

TREE LINED WALKWAY
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PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 3

ACTIVE USE AREA
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PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 3

MODERATE USE AREA
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PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES
CONCEPT 3

PASSIVE USE AREA



CONCEPT 1

CONCEPT 3

CONCEPT 2



Questions & Discussion

Gonzales Canyon Neighborhood Park


